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10. — History of the United States Cavalry, from the Formation of the 
Federal Government to the 1st of June, 1863. To which is added a 
List of all the Cavalry Regiments, with the Names of their Commanders, 
which have been in the United Slates Service since the breaking out 
of the Rebellion. By Albert G. Brackktt, Major First United 
States Cavalry ; Colonel Ninth Illinois Volunteer Cavalry ; Late 
Chief of Cavalry of the Department of Missouri ; Special Inspector 
of Cavalry, Department of the Cumberland. New York : Harper 
and Brothers. 1865. 12mo. pp. 337. 

A history of the cavalry arm of our service is much needed. 
Since the brilliant operations of Sheridan, Stoueman, Kilpatrick, and 
Grierson have proved the value of mounted troops in American armies, 
the study of the introduction and development of cavalry has become 
one of great interest to military men. It is probable that the cause 
commonly assigned for the superior importance attached by the gov- 
ernment, during the early days of the Rebellion, to infantry, is the 
correct one. General Scott, as well as the civil authorities, thought 
that the suppression of the insurrection was to be the work of a few 
months, and considered that time would be wasted in collecting and 
drilling bodies of men which, from the almost proverbial length of 
time requisite to make horsemen effective, could not be of practical 
use. Their mistake was soon evident, and, wisely profiting by it, bat- 
talions of horse were equipped which before long roamed at will 
throughout the rich plantations of the Southwest, routed the enemy in 
the natural strongholds of Eastern Virginia, and were finally the im- 
mediate means of the. surrender of Lee's army. To trace the progress 
of our cavalry from the spring of 1792, when Congress gave the Pres- 
ident power to raise at his discretion one squadron to serve for three 
years, to the time when the regiments were counted by fifties and their 
battles by scores, — to show how and by what commanders the service has 
been perfected, where it has been best used, how it can best be com- 
bined with artillery and foot, what should be its proportions, equipment, 
and drill, — this is a task well worthy the ambition of a military author. 
Scarcely any one, indeed, who lacks a military education is fitted for it. 

It is to be regretted that Colonel Brackett, while writing his book, 
being in active service against the Rebels at Atlanta and elsewhere, was 
unable to procure the necessary books and papers to make as thorough 
and complete a treatise as he desired. It is a very modest and appar- 
ently careful digest of the materials at the author's command, and in 
the absence of a fuller work will be of interest to the general reader. 
We hope, now that the war is over, and such an attempt is likely to 
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meet with fewer obstructions than during its continuance, Colonel 
Brackett will, for the sake of the profession, write another " History of 
the United States Cavalry," which shall be more purely military in its 
nature, and for which his opportunities of observation a3 Colonel, 
Chief, and Inspector would eminently qualify him. 



11. — History of Federal Government, from the Foundation of the 
Achaian League to the Disruption of the United States. By Ed- 
ward A. Freeman, M. A., late Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford. 
Vol. I. General Introduction. History of the Greek Federations. 
London and Cambridge : Macmillan & Co. 1863. 8vo. pp. xl., 721. 

Cordially recognizing the excellences of the federal form of gov- 
ernment, Mr. Freeman has undertaken a survey of all the experiments 
in this kind from the earliest recorded times to our own day. His book 
is alike conspicuous for learning and for candor, for critical skill and 
historic discernment. Entering upon a field interesting in itself and 
hitherto untrodden, it deserves to be ranked in that class of truly origi- 
nal works to which its author justly assigns Mr. Finlay's histories of 
Greece under foreign domination. 

We must be allowed to take exception to a single phrase on Mr. 
Freeman's title-page. It was, however, in no spirit of unkindness or 
of exultation that the words " to the disruption of the United States " 
were written. We doubt not that Mr. Freeman sincerely rejoices that 
he was mistaken in the anticipations which, as it appears from several 
passages in his book, he entertained of the success of the Southern in- * 
surgents.* For the book itself, as friends of the federal system to 
which we are indebted for so much of our greatness in the past, and 
which has just surmounted so triumphantly the extremest perils by 
which the strength of any form of government was ever tested, we 
cannot but be grateful. 

An introductory chapter on the " Characteristics of Federal Govern- 
ment as compared with other Political Systems " will be read with inter- 
est by political students in this country. We must, in passing, allude 
to an error into which all theorists, not Americans born and bred, are 
prone to fall. We give it in our author's words: "The federal tie 

* We quote one of these passages : " It is dangerous to try to prophesy, but one 
cannot help thinking that the United States and the Confederate States mill have 
exchanged ambassadors before the year 1941, or even before the year 1869." (p. 
118.) The dates were suggested by the duration of the struggles for Dutch and for 
Americao independence respectively. 



